
The Bundesrechnungshof audits the entire  
federal financial management. In other 
words: We take a close look at how tax- 
payers’ money is spent, make problems 
transparent and provide recommendations.

We report on some audit findings in 
our annual report. We thus support 
parliament in effectively scrutinising 
government action and budget 
implementation. Furthermore, we 
provide advice to parliament  
and the government on the basis  
of our audit findings.

The transparency of taxpayers’ money spent  
is a major factor in maintaining confidence in 
the functioning of our democracy.

You can see the stages of our audits in the 
following figure.
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About 600 audits are conducted annually. The topics cover a broad spectrum:

Health
Health insurance schemes
Pensions

Labour & social affairs
Building construction
Roadworks

German railways
Transport
Federal Armed Forces

Internal security
Education & research
Funding

Federal finances
Climate action
Energy transition

Sustainability
Economy
Digital transformation

Six stages of an audit

AU D I T  P L A N N I N G
We select the audit topic 
and prepare an audit 
plan. The plan includes 
the objectives, the time 
schedule and the auditees.

N OT I F I C AT I O N  O F  AU D I T
We inform the auditee in writing  
of our audit in good time.

C O L L EC T I O N  O F  AU D I T  E V I D E N C E
After an initial meeting, the auditors review 

(digital) documents and use a combination 
of remote and fieldwork approaches. The 

auditors also conduct interviews with 
staff. After having collected the audit 

evidence, the auditors evaluate the 
information gathered.

M A N AG E M E N T  
L E T T E R
We present our audit 
findings and prepare 
recommendations.

C O M M E N T S
The auditee makes comments 
on our audit findings  
and recommendations.

C O N C LU D I N G  
M A N AG E M E N T  L E T T E R
We assess the comments made. 
Then we confirm the findings as 
final. Key findings can be included 
in a separate report. 
	 Annual report
	 Advisory report
	 Special purpose report

R E P O R T I N G

A N N UA L  R E P O R T
pursuant to Article 97 Federal Budget Code

Annual report as a basis for granting 
discharge to the government

Addressee: Bundestag, Bundesrat, 
government and public

A D V I S O RY  R E P O R T
pursuant to Article 88 (2) Federal Budget Code

Advice provided as a result of lessons 
learned from audit work

Addressee: Bundestag, Bundesrat, 
government or ministries

S P E C I A L  P U R P O S E  R E P O R T
pursuant to Article 99 Federal Budget Code

Reporting on matters of particular 
importance

Addressees: Bundestag, Bundesrat, 
government and public

Close look. Clear facts.




